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becoming difficult in a poor country looted by the
Ganbaldians.

The general had also to try and save fiom destruction,
or at least from isolation, the Conta detachment.
Finally, ammunition was beginning to run low An
ammunition section was sent for

The brigade, theiefore, is resting on the 22nd But
food is lacking everywhere The French tiy without
result to attack Plombieres.1

On the 23rd, General von Kettler decides, in order to
find some wealthier or less ruined villages, to proceed
with his brigade, by a movement m flank, from the hills
down into the plain.

The movement is made from Hauteville via Ahuy on
Valmy Farm;  the brigade is assembled at 11 30 a.m
after joining the Conta column    News arnves that

(1)  Bellefond and Ruffey, occupied by the enemy
the day before, have been evacuated,

(2)  The whole flanking movement of that morning
has been in no way impeded by the enemy, m spite of
the short distance at which it has been made;

(3)  Peasants and prisoners say, beside, that many
troops have started for Auxonne.

General von Kettler does not waver. His brigade is
in a very poor state; the position at Dijon is of the
strongest. There has been a firsl failure, he may expect
a second one, but no wavering is possible The enemy
manoeuvres, threatens to disappear, he must be detained
and therefore attacked He will be attacked In order
to attack, the first thing is to have a clear view of the
situation, to know where the enemy is and what he is
holding; to determine what point must be attacked by
the mam body; for it is important not to rush blindly
on that main body no matter how9and where

1 Plombieres is occupied by one section (small outpost) of German
pioneers who have posted themselves at the eastern issue of the
village. That section is soon very seriously threatened by the French,
who march at the same time on the southern issue The lieutenant
decides to withdraw his section to the rear That retreating move-
ment xs made very difficult by the hail of bullets sweeping the main
street of the village The lieutenant does not hesitate He compels
the inhabitants to leave their houses, and makes of them a living barn-
cade in front of which the French cease firing, and under the shelter
of which the Prussian section escapes Is not this a purely objective
solution of the question security before everything ? Let the reader
meditate this.